Received 12/05/2019 2:55:03 PM

OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Menendez,

I have the honor to convey herewith the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed to you by
H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mustafa Lakadamyali
Representative

The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019

Dear Senator Menendez,

It has oome to my attention that In your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus, In this
eonneetion, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side,

You allege “invasion” and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: "the Greek Cypriotpreoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with a protected Turkish Cypriot minority”
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed mid thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government of the bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'dtat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Creek Cypriot side. It Is evident Horn the above
that responsibility for the ereation and the perpetuation offoe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of foe Creek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the foot that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe foe legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken In accordance with foe Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or foe
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the Island as “occupation”.

With regard to foe natural resources issue, foe Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the co-
owners of the Island and thus foe hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on foe matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
Into an opportunity for cooperation. However, foe Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
Ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around foe island with neither the consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
Interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its polioy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EBZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally foe foture capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalfofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues it&”*ndfijffipjplg <M MM AwAsAg>n?rinigircui3teo
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Keyai'ding the Umi area atl Maray, | would like to undtrueciw the feet that the laid
area In purl and pareel ul North CypruH and the Oovommani ol'thu TKNC' In the holu legitimate
and competent authority to decide on matters pertaining to It. The Council of Minimars of the
TRNC recently took a decision to eatuhlitth and task Muruy Inventory Commission, compoeed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific Inventory, to identity and study the
condition of the moveable and Immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
ihcilitate the determination of any (Inure steps m regards the fenced urea of Maray. This
decision is In line with International law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former Inhabitants of Maray, Including
the former Creek Cypriot inhabitants. It should bo stressed that the former Creek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of hdaray ore very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mai! online of 10 March 2019). furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well, Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve. In line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Risch,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy ofthe letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mustafa Lakadamyali
Representative

The Honorable James E. Risch
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019

Dear Senator Menendez,

It has come to my attention that In your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on S November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus. In this
connection, | deemed It necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations of the Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion” and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical foots. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots, The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: "the Greek Cypriot preoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with a protected Turkish Cypriot minority"
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'itat engineered by Greece in 1974

with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the

Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression
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Regarding the fenced Area of Mara?, | would like to underscore the feet that the said
urea Is part and pared of North Cyprus and the Government of the TRNC Is the sole legitimate
und oompelent authority to decide on matters pertaining to It. The Council of Ministers of the
TRNC' recently took a decision to establish and task Mura? Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific Inventory, to Identity and study the
condition ofthe moveable and Immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
facilitate the determination of any IUture steps as regards the fenced area of Mara?, This
decision Is In line with international law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former inhabitants of Mara?, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants. It should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
Inhabitants of the fenced area of tylara? arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide 1br them to go buck to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019). Furthermore, these steps do not In any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and In feel is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well. Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary Genera! and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve. In line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof, Kudret Gzersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Rubio,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration..

Mustafa Lakadamyali
Representative

The Honorable Marco Rubio
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019

Dear Senator Menendez,

It has come to my attention that in your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus, In this
connection, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion” and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: "the Greek Cypriot preoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with a protected Turkish Cypriot minorityl
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'itat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side, It is evident from the above
that responsibility for Hie creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side, One must also not forget the feet that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and Justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”,

With regard to the natural resources Issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the 0o
owners of the island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
Into an opportunity for cooperation, However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the Island with neither the consent nor participation ofthe
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of Hie legitimate rights and
Interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf of the Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership contin mm
around the island, in blatant contravention
Cypriots, who are. the co-owners of the n
acknowledged by the international comm

. *mtn
itself.

Tt
m or

Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  12/05/2019 2:55:03 PM



Received by NSD/FARA Registration Unit  12/05/2019 2:55:03 PM

Regarding the fenced area of Maray, | would like to underscore th# foot that the oald
urea Ih pan and pureul of North Cyprus and thu Government of the TUNC In thy sole legitimate
and competent authority to deeide on matters pertaining to It, Th* Counull of Ministers of th®
TRNC recently took a decision to establish and task Marti Inventory Commission, composed
of specialist* and expert*, with eondueting a icientltle Inventory, to Identity and atudy the
condition of the moveable and immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
feelIState the determination of any IUture steps as regards the fenced urea of Muray, This
decision Is In line with International law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former Inhabitants of Maray, Including
the former Greek Cypriot Inhabitants, It should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
Inhabitants of the fenced area of tyiaray arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly slating that it will provide for them to go buck to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2010), Furthermore, these steps do not In any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in feet is u step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well, Detailed views of our Government on this issue were convoyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796,

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model In a region where peace is hard to
preserve, In line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side's viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudrct Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Johnson,

1 have the honor to convey herewith a copy ofthe letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mustafa Lakadamyah
Representative

The Honorable Ron Johnson
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019

Dear Senator Menendez,

It has come to my attention that in your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus, In this
connection, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the foilowing pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion*’ and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement,
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The piain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: "the Greek Cypriotpreoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with aprotected Turkish Cypriot minority”
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'etat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression

The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side. It is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the feet that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”.

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one ofthe co-
owners of the Island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation ofthe
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
cany out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through

dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues its endeavors to createfaits accomplis on and
around the island, in blatant contravention of the lnfe" Alj"t"ﬁd}_—F _FsN W thfisJWflrktehClrculalet) frv,
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Regarding the fenced area of Mara?, | would like to underscore the ifaet that the said
area Is part and parcel of North Cyprus and the Government of the TRNC is the sole legitimate
and competent authority to decide on mutters pertaining to it, The Council of Ministers of the
TRNC recently took a decision to establish and task Mura? Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific inventory, to identity and study the
condition of the moveable and immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
facilitate the determination of any future steps as regards the fenced urea of Mara?. This
decision is in line with international law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects, the rights of possession of the former inhabitants of Mara?, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants. It should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of fylara? arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019). furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well, Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve. In line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Gardner,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration, |

_ Vs
Musi yah
Representative

The Honorable Cory Gardner
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019
Deer Senator Menendez,

It has come to my attention that in your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus. In this
connection, | deemed it neoessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion™ and “Illegal occupation™ of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion™ and “occupation™ by Turkey Is
not corroborated by historical facts, The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: "the Greek Cypriotpreoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with a protected Turkish Cypriot minority"
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'itat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression

The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20S10 nan, f

c.c. The Honorable Cory Gardner

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side. It is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the feet that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”.

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the co-
owners of the island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation ofthe
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues it"eq”gyqfs p QrogfaJaittmeompiMoniaMcmw i
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Regarding the fenced area of Many, | would like to underscore the feet that the said
area is part and pared of North Cyprus and the Government of the TRNC is the sole legitimate
and competent authority to decide on matters pertaining to it, The Council of Ministers of the
TRNC recently took a decision to establish and task Mura? Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific inventory, to identity and study the
condition ofthe moveabio and immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
fecilitate the determination of any iliture steps as regards the fenced area of Mara?, This
decision is in line with international law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former inhabitants of Mara?, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants, it should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
Inhabitants of the fenced area of f*ara? arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019), Furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well, Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good mode! in a region where peace is hard to
preserve, in line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Romney,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration

V\.

Mustafa Lakadamyali
Representative

The Honorable Mitt Romney
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 21,2019

Dear Senator Menendei,

It has oome to my attention that in your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 3 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus. In this
connection, 1 deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion” and "illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of "Invasion” and "occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: “the Greek Cypriot preoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with a protected Turkish Cypriot minority"
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'etat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression
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directed against die Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side. It is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side, One must also not forget the feet that none of the UN Seourity
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”.

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the co-
owners of the island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EBZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment ftmd“ to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey's ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf of the Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues its endeavftis tp . .
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Regarding the tensed mo of Mini, i would like to underscore the test that the mid
area Ih part and parstil of North Cyprus and thu Government of the TRNC la the Hole legitimate
and uompetent authority to deside on matter* pertaining to It, The Council of Minister* of the
TRNC recently took a decision to establish and teak Mural inventory Commission, composed
of HpeeiallstH and experts, with conducting a scientific Inventory, to Identity and study the
condition ofthe moveable and Immovable properties and the environmental risks, whieh would
teellltttte the determination of any iliture steps as regards the fenced area of Mara?, This
decision Is in line with International law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former Inhabitants of Maraf, Including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants, it should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of fylaraf are very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, whieh they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mall online of 10 March 2019), Furthermore, these steps do not In any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in tecl is u step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, whieh is deemed unacceptable by the international community ai
well, Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to tho United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796,

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve, in line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United Stales of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Graham,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration. jf
N L

\J \s

Mustafa Lakadamyali
Representative

The Honorable Lindsey Graham
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OP NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019

Dear Senator Menendez,

It has some to my attention that in your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on S November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus. In this
eonneetion, L deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the Mowing pertinent foots
related to Cyprus issue and considerations of the Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “Invasionl' and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “Invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical foots. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerldes, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition', in the following words: *the Greek Cypriot preoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with aprotected Turkish Cypriot minority"
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
ofethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed inthe island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d*etat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression
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dlreeted against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side. It is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Creek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the feet that none of the UK Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and Justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”,

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the co-
owners of the island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrooarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation ofthe
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its polioy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelf delimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues itS endeaor t?
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Regarding the fenced area of Mara*, | would like to undariteoro the feet that the atld
urea In part and parcel of North Cyprus and the Government of the TRNC Is the sole legitimate
and competent authority to decide on matters pertaining to It. The Council of Ministers of the
TRNC recently took a decision to establish and task Marag Inventory Commission* composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific inventory, to identity and study the
condition of the moveable and Immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
feciiitate the determination of any lliture steps as regards the fenced area of Marug, This
decision Is In line with International law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former inhabitants of Marag, including
the former Greek Cypriot Inhabitants, it should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of tylarag aro very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mali online of 10 March 20)9). Furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well. Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document ofthe Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve. In line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C, 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Isakson,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mustafa Nakadamyal i
Representative

The Honorable Johnny Isakson
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019
Dear Senator Menendez,

It has come to my attention that in your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus. In this
connection, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion” and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force of arms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: “the Greek Cypriotpreoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with a protected Turkish Cypriot minority"
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'dtat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 1l1-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side, It Is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the fhot that none of the UN Seourlty
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”.

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one ofthe co-
owners of the island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and lllegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole Island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental sheif and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAQO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf of the Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues its end
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Regarding the fenced ires of Mara*, | would like to underscore the feet that the said
area Is part and parcel of North Cyprus and the Government of the TRNC Is the sole legitimate
end competent authority to decide on matters pertaining to it. The Council of MinltUers of the
TRNC recently took a decision to establish and task Mara* Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific Inventory, to Identity and study the
condition of the moveable and immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
facilitate the determination of any tliturc steps as regards the fenced urea of Mara*, This
decision is in line with international law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former inhabitants of Mara?, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants, it should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of tyiara* arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019). furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is u step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well. Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document ofthe Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve. In line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Barrasso,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy ofthe letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consider

Musta
Representative

The Honorable John Barrasso
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019

Dear Senator Menendez,

It has come to my attention that In your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus, In this
connection, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion” and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.

The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force of arms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity, This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: “the Greek Cypriotpreoccupation
was that Cyprus should he a Greek Cypriot state, with aprotected Turkish Cypriot minority“
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'&tat engineered by Greece in 1974

with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the

Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression

The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

c.c. The Honorable John Barrasso

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side. It Is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the fact that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”.

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the co-
owners of the island and thus the hydrooarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
Interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation ofits
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues its endeavors to createfaits accomplis on and
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Regarding the fenced area of Marty, i would like to underscore the feet that the aaid
urea la pun and pared of North Cyprus and the Government of the TRNC Is the sole legitimate
und competent authority to decide on matters pertaining to it. The Council of Ministers of the
TRNC' recently took a decision to establish und task Mara? Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific inventory, to identity and study the
condition ofthe moveable and immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
facilitate the determination of any future steps as regards the fenced urea of Maray. This
decision is in line with international law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former inhabitants of Mara?, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants. It should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of fjdara? arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly staling that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019). Furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well. Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We Dbelieve that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve, in line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Portman,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consider

Mustafa Lakadamyali
Representative

The Honorable Rob Portman
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019

Dear Senator Menendez,

It has come to my attention that in your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus, In this
connection, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus Issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion” and “Illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement,
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus Issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots, The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force of arms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: “the Greek Cypriotpreoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with aprotected Turkish Cypriot minority"
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'itat engineered by Greece in 1974

with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the

Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression

The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

c.c. The Honorable Rob Portman

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side, It is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side, One must also not forget the feet that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish Intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”.

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one ofthe co-
owners of the island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf of the Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
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Regarding the fenced area of Mara?, | would like to underscore the fact that the said
area is part and parcel of North Cyprus and the Government of the TRNC Is the sole legitimate
and competent authority to decide on matters pertaining to it. The Council of Ministers of the
TRNC" recently took a decision to establish and task Mura? Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific Inventory, to Identity and study the
condition ofthe moveable And immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
facilitate the determination of any future steps as regards the fenced urea of Mara?. This
decision is In line with International law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former inhabitants of Mara?, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants. It should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of fylara? arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019). furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well, Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document ofthe Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve. In line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Paul,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest considegtion.

Mustafa Lakadamyah
Representative

The Honorable Rand Paul
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019

Dear Senator Menendez,

It has acme to my attention that In your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus. In this
connection, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent foots
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “Invasion” and “lllegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey In your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical foots. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established In 1960,
was a bl-natlonal partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created In 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: "the Greek Cypriot preoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with aprotected Turkish Cypriot minority--
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat ofgovernment ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'itat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression

The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

c.c. The Honorable Rand Paul

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side. It is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the fact that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish Intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion*6 or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the Island as “occupation”.

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the co-
owners of the island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the Island with neither the consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation ofits
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fond” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Counoll) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot

administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ah initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelf delimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offthore concession blooks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf of the Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through .
dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues its endeavors to createfaits acespspand Bt .
around the island, in blatant contravention of the 0.c. 2000*
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Regarding the fenced area of Mara?, | would tike to underscore the fact that the said
area is part and parcel of North Cyprus and the Government ofthe TRNC is the sole legitimate
and competent authority to decide on matters pertaining to it. The Council of Ministers of the
TRNC' recently took a decision to establish and task Mara? Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific inventory, to identity and study the
condition of the moveable and Immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
facilitate the determination of any future steps as regards the fenced urea of Mara?. This
decision is in line with international law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former Inhabitants of Mara?, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants, it should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of lylara? arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019). Furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well. Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary Genera! and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve, in line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudrct Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Young,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest considerat

Mustafa Mkadamyah
Representative

The Honorable Todd Young
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019

Dear Senator Menendez,

It has come to my attention that In your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus. In this
connection, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion” and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: "the Greek Cypriotpreoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with aprotected Turkish Cypriot minority”
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat ofgovernment ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'itat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression

The Honorable Robert Menendez
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side, It Is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the feet that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”.

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the co-
owners of the Island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
Interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy of escalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements of the national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues i
around the island, in blatant contravention of the
Cypriots, who are the co-owners of the natural regg/\g DC. ate*
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Regarding the fenced area of Mara*. | would like to underscore the fmi that the said
urea la part and parcel of North Cyprus and the Government of the TRNC la the aole legitimate
and competent authority to decide on matters pertaining to it. The Council of Ministers of the
TRNC recently took a decision to establish and task Mara? Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific inventory, to identity and study the
condition of the moveable and immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
Ikilitate the determination of any IXiture steps as regards the fenced area of Mara?, This
decision is in line with International law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former inhabitants of Maraf, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants. It should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of IMara? arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stuling that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019). Furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well. Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S$/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve. In line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.cttr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Cruz,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy ofthe letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E, Prof. Kudret Gzersay, Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Mustafa Lakadamyali
Representative

The Honorable Ted Cruz
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019

Dear Senator Menendei,

It has eorae to my attention that In your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus. In this
connection, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations of the Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion” and “lllegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey In your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republio of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-natlonal partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: “the Greek Cypriotpreoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with a protected Turkish Cypriot minority”
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'itat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression
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dreeted against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side, It is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofdie Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the fact that none of the UN Seourlty
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken In accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion™ or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”.

With regard to the natural resources Issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one ofthe co-
owners of the Island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
Into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
Ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fond” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues its endgayots to createfails accompUs on-and*
around the island, in blatant contravention of thqjjgjfiepn™/2itMt? gdnrg
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Regarding the fenced area of Mara?, | would like to underscore the fact that the said
area is part and parcel of North Cyprus and the Government of the TRMC is the sole legitimate
and competent authority to decide on matters pertaining to it. The Council of Ministers of the
TRNC recently took a decision to establish and task Mura? Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific inventory, to identity and study the
condition ofthe moveable and immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
facilitate the determination of any future steps as regards the fenced area of Mara?, This
decision is in line with international law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former inhabitants of Mara?, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants, it should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of lyiara? arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019). Furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the Internationa! community as
well. Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document ofthe Security Council under the symbol S$/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve. In line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudrct Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Cardin,

| have the honor to convey herewith a copy ofthe letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest considi

Mustafa Lakadamyali
Representative

The Honorable Ben Cardin
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OP NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OP FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28| 2019
Dittr Senator Menendez,

It hag some to my attention that In your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus, In this
eonneetion, | deemed it neeessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent Acts
related to Cyprus Issue and eonsiderations of the Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “Invasion” and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey In your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “Invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts, The Republic of Cyprus, which was established In 1960,
was a bi*natlonal partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the Island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: *"the Greek Cypriot preoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with aprotected Turkish Cypriot minority"
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d’etat engineered by Greece in 1974

with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the

Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression

The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

c.c. The Honorable Ben Cardin

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side, It is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the feet that none of the UN Seourity
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion*' or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”.

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the co-
owners of the Island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduot hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot

administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues it*ndeavors to createfaits accomplis on and
around the island, in blatant contravention of the
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Shaheen,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

yA
W\

Mustafa Cakadamyali
Representative

The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019
Dear Senator Menendez,

It has come to my attention that in your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus, In this
eonneotlon, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “Invasion” and “Illegal occupation™ of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement,
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical fhcts, The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the Island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots, The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr, Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs

entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: “the Greek Cypriot preoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with aprotected Turkish Cypriot minority

(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
ofethnlo cleansing, Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'etat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign of oppression

The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

c.c. The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side, It is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side, One must also not forget the fact that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”.

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the co-
owners of the island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation ofthe
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
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Regarding the fenced area of Mara?, | would like to underscore the feet that the mid
urea Is purt and parcel of North Cyprus and the Government ol'the TRNC Is the sole legitimate
und competent authority to decide on matters pertaining to It. The Council of Minlaters of the
TRNC recently took u decision to establish and task Mara? Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific inventory, to identity and study the
condition of the moveable and Immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
fecllitate the determination of any ftiture steps as regards the fenced area of Mara?. This
decision Is In line with international law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former inhabitants of Mara?, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants, it should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of iyiara? arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019). Furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well. Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve, In line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Coons,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest considggatien,

P N

Mustafa Lakadamyah
Representative

The Honorable Christopher Coons
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019
Dear Senator Menendez,

It has oome to my attention that In your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus, In this
connection, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion” and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force of arms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos derides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus; My Deposition’, in the following words: "the Greek Cypriotpreoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with aprotected Turkish Cypriot minority"
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation mid continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government of the bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'itat engineered by Greece in 1974

with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the

Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 1l1-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression

The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

c.c. The Honorable Christopher Coons

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side. It is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the fhct that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus desoribe the legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation™.

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the co-
owners of the island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
Interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole Island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot

administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their

economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
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Regarding the fenced area of Mara?, | would like to underscore the fact that the said
area Is part and parcel of North Cyprus and the Government of the TRNC Ik the sole legitimate
and competent authority to decide on matters pertaining to it, The Council of Ministers of the
TRNC recently took a decision to establish and task Mara? Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific Inventory, to identity and study the
condition of the movcablo and immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
ikeiiltute the determination of any Hiture steps as regards the fenced urea of Mara?, This
decision is in line with International law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former Inhabitants of Mara?, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants, it should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
Inhabitants of the fenced area of lyiara? are very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly slating that it will provide for them to go buck to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019), furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well, Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through o letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve, in line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D,C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Udall,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consid<

Must
Representative

The Honorable Tom Udall
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019
Dear Senator Menendez,

It has come to my attention that in your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus. In this
connection, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations of the Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion” and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memairs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: “the Greek Cypriotpreoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with aprotected Turkish Cypriot minority”
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'itat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression

The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

¢.c. The Honorable Tom Udall

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side, It is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the fact that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”.

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one ofthe co-
owners of the island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the Island with neither the consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to ail above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf of the Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues i
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Regarding the fenced aria of Maray, i would like to imdentoort) (ha feat that the said
urea In part and parcel of North Cyprua and the (lovemment of the TUNC In the Hole legitimate
and uompetenl authority to decide on mutter* pertaining to it, The Council of Miniature of the
TRNC recently took a decision to establish and tank Muray Inventory Commleelon. compoeed
of specially* and experte. with conducting a scientific Inventory, to Identity and study the
condition of the moveable and Immovable properties and the environmental rluka, which would
Ibcllitatc the determination of any linurc steps as regards the fenced urea of Maruy, This
decision Is In line with International law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former Inhabitants of Marty, ineluding
the former Greek Cypriot Inhabitants, It should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
Inhabitants of the fenced area of lyiaray aro very exeited and supportive of the said decision
publicly slating that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, whleh they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mall online of 10 March 2019). Furthermore, these steps do not In any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and In tact Is u step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well, Detailed views of our Government on this issue were convoyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve, in line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Murphy,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and

Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest considieration, f

\y Iv

Mustafa Lakadamyali
Representative

The Honorable Chris Murphy
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019

Dear Senator Menendez,

It has come to my attention that in your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus. In this
connection, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion” and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the Island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force of arms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs

entitled “‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: "the Greek Cyﬁriotpreoccupation

was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with a protected Turkish Cypriot minority"
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish

Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
ofethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat ofgovernment ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the COUD d'etat engineered by Greece in 1974

with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the COUD itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the

Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side, It Is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the fret that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and Justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken In accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “Invasion™ or the

subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the Island as “occupation’/

With regard to the natural resourees issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the eo-
owners of the Island and thus the hydrocarbon resourees around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage In unilateral and lllegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, In total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole Island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Couneil) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot

administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the 1 urkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. RathSt8

dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues
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Regarding the toad area att Mara?, | would like to undereeani the list that the said
area In pan and pared ol'North Cyprus and the Clovemmant ofthe TRNC In the Hole legitimate
and uompetent authority to decide on mettere pertaining to It, The Council of Minimum of the
TRNC recently took a decision to gHtablitth and tank Murgf Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and expert*, with conducting a scientitlc Inventory, to ldentity and study the
condition ofthe moveable and immovable properties and the environmental risks, whieh would
ikllitate the determination of any future steps as regards the fenced urea of Mara?, This
decision Is In line with International law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former Inhabitants of Mara?, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants, It should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of lylara? arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide tbr them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019). Furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well, Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve. In line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Kaine,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy ofthe letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration

V*
Mus myall
Representative

The Honorable Tim Kaine
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC' OP NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OP FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019

Dear Senator Menendes,

It has eome to my attention that in your statement at the Senate session on Turkey mid
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus, In this
oonneetlon, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent foots
related to Cyprus Issue and considerations of the Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “Invasion" and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement,
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “Invasion” and “occupation™ by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical foots. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-natlonal partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: “the Greek Cypriotpreoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with aprotected Turkish Cypriot minority"
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
ofethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government of the bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'etatengineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign of oppression

The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

c.c. The Honorable Tim Kaine

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side, It is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the fact that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion*5 or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”.

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the co-
owners of the island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation, However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalfofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through

dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues itsesdf«?te®>: te w and circus.
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Regarding the fenced area of Mara?, | would like to underscore the I'act that the said
area is part and parcel of North Cyprus and the Government of the TRNC Is the sole legitimate
and competent authority to decide on matters pertaining to it. The Council of Ministers of the
TRNC1 recently took a decision to establish and task Mura? Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific inventory, to Identify and study the
condition ofthe moveable and immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
facilitate the determination of any future steps as regards the fenced urea of Mura?, This
decision is in line with international law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former inhabitants of Mara?, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants. It should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of fylara? arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019). Furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well, Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve. In line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Markey,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consid@.@ﬂg%

Mustafa Lakadamyah
Representative

The Honorable Edward J. Markey
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OP NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OP FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019

Dear Senator Menendea,

It has come to my attention that in your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on I November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus. In this
eonneetion, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent foets
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side,

You allege “invasion” and “Illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “Invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth Is that
Cyprus problem was created In 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-natlonal Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity, This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafoos Clerldes, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: “the Greek Cypriot preoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with aprotected Turkish Cypriot minority"
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed inthe island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government of foe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d*itat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that foe coup itself was
described by foe then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign of oppression

The Honorable Robert Menendez o=
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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United States Senate
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side. It is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the fhct that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish Intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion*’ or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation**.

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the co-
owners of the Island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation ofthe
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to eonduot hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation of its
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve' this matter through
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Regarding the fenced area of Mara*. | would like to underscore the Diet that the said
urea Is part and parcel of North Cyprus and the Government oflhc TRNC is the sole legitimate
und competent uuthority to decide on mutters pertaining to it. The Council of Ministers of the
TRNC' recently took a decision to establish und task Mura? Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific inventory, to identify and study the
condition ofthe moveable and immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
facilitate the determination of any future steps as regards the fenced area of Mara?. This
decision is in line with international law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former inhabitants of Mara?, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants. It should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of fytara? arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019). furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well. Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary Genera! and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve, in line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Booker,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideTasiorll-<—

V/ wvvvs

MustafaT alkadanyah

Representative

The Honorable Cory Booker
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019

Dear Senator Menendez,

It has come to my attention that in your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus. In this
connection, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion” and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bi-national partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: "the Greek Cypriot preoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with aprotected Turkish Cypriot minority"
(Vol 3., P. 105). As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'etat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before the
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression

The Honorable Robert Menendez
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side. It is evident from the above
that responsibility for the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side. One must also not forget the fkct that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or the
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on the island as “occupation”,

With regard to the natural resources issue, the Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the co-
owners of the island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
Into an opportunity for cooperation. However, the Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither the consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
international oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on the delimitation ofits
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalfof the Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements ofthe national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
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Regarding the fenced area of Mara?, | would like to underscore the fact that the said
urou Is part and parcel of North Cyprus and the Government of the TRNC is the sole legitimate
and competent authority to decide on matters pertaining to it. The Council of Ministers of the
TRNC recently took a decision to establish and task Mura? Inventory Commission, composed
of specialists and experts, with conducting a scientific inventory, to ldentity and study the
condition of the moveable and Immovable properties and the environmental risks, which would
facilitate the determination of any future steps as regards the fenced area of Mara?. This
decision is In line with international law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former inhabitants of Mara?, including
the former Greek Cypriot inhabitants. It should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
inhabitants of the fenced area of lyiara? arc very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly staling that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mail online of 10 March 2019). Furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is u step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well. Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol $/2019/796.

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve. In line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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OFFICE OF THE WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE OF THE
TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
1667 K Street NW, Suite 690
Washington, D.C. 20006
Tel: (202) 887-6198, E-mail: washington@mfa.gov.ct.tr

December 5, 2019

Dear Senator Merkley,

I have the honor to convey herewith a copy of the letter dated November 28, 2019 addressed
to Senator Robert Menendez by H.E. Prof. Kudret Ozersay, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Foreign Affairs ofthe Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consid tlon..

Mustafa Eakadamyali
Representative

The Honorable JeffMerkley
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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TURKISH REPUBLIC OF NORTHERN CYPRUS
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTRY AND MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

November 28,2019
Dear Senator Menendez,

It has come to my attention that in your statement at the Senate session on Turkey and
Syria, held on 5 November 2019, you have presented your viewpoints about Cyprus. In this
connection, | deemed it necessary to bring to your kind attention the following pertinent facts
related to Cyprus issue and considerations ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

You allege “invasion” and “illegal occupation” of Cyprus by Turkey in your statement.
The attempted portrayal of Cyprus issue as one of “invasion” and “occupation” by Turkey is
not corroborated by historical facts. The Republic of Cyprus, which was established in 1960,
was a bl-nationai partnership and, in effect, a functional federation between the two national
peoples of the Island, the Turkish Cypriots and the Greek Cypriots. The plain truth is that
Cyprus problem was created in 1963 when the Greek Cypriots, who were unwilling to maintain
power-sharing arrangement with the Turkish Cypriots, proceeded to destroy the constitutional
order by force ofarms and aimed at converting the bi-national Republic into a Greek Cypriot
entity. This is admitted by the then Greek Cypriot leader, Mr. Glafcos Clerides, in his memoirs
entitled ‘Cyprus: My Deposition’, in the following words: "the Greek Cypriotpreoccupation
was that Cyprus should be a Greek Cypriot state, with a protected Turkish Cypriot minority"
(Vol 3., P. 105), As a result of the Greek Cypriot onslaught in December 1963, Turkish
Cypriots were forcefully ejected from all organs ofthe state and subjected to a brutal campaign
of ethnic cleansing. Hundreds of civilians were killed and thousands were rendered refugees.
It was in the face of these atrocities against the Turkish Cypriot people that the UN Peace
Keeping Force was first deployed in the island in 1964.1 wish to stress that the only occupation
in Cyprus is the 56-year-old usurpation and continued occupation by the Greek Cypriot side of
the seat of government ofthe bi-national Republic of Cyprus.

Turkey intervened on the island following the coup d'itat engineered by Greece in 1974
with the aim of annexing the island. One must not forget the fact that the coup itself was
described by the then Greek Cypriot Leader Archbishop Makarios in his speech before die
Security Council on 19 July 1974 as an invasion by Greece. The Turkish intervention was
carried out against this backdrop of an 11-year-long systematic campaign ofoppression

The Honorable Robert Menendez
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

c.c. The Honorable Jeff Merkley

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510
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directed against the Turkish Cypriots by the Greek Cypriot side, It is evident from the above
that responsibility fbr the creation and the perpetuation ofthe Cyprus problem lies on shoulders
of the Greek Cypriot side, One must also not forget the foot that none of the UN Security
Council resolutions on Cyprus describe the legitimate and justified Turkish intervention of
1974, undertaken in accordance with the Treaty of Guarantee of 1960, as “invasion” or foe
subsequent presence of Turkish troops on foe island as “occupation”.

With regard to the natural resources issue, foe Turkish Cypriot side, as one of the co-
owners of the island and thus the hydrocarbon resources around Cyprus, has repeatedly put
forth proposals for cooperation on the matter with an aim to turn this potential cause oftension
into an opportunity for cooperation. However, foe Greek Cypriot leadership has continued to
ignore these proposals and opted to engage in unilateral and illegitimate activities regarding
the hydrocarbon resources around the island with neither foe consent nor participation of the
Turkish Cypriot side. The Greek Cypriot side, in total disregard of the legitimate rights and
interests of Turkish Cypriots, has pursued its policy by opening tenders and licensing
intematlonai oil companies to conduct hydrocarbon activities on behalf of the whole Island,
signing bilateral agreements with a number of countries in the region on foe delimitation ofits
unilaterally declared so-called Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and passing a legislative bill
to establish a so-called “national investment fund” to manage unilaterally the future capital
income from hydrocarbon reserves, including how it will be apportioned. Since early 2000s,
the Turkish Cypriot side has objected (through statements, Notes-Verbales and letters to the
UN Security Council) to all above mentioned unilateral activities of the Greek Cypriot
administration.

Turkey also objected from the beginning to the said unilateral steps by the Greek
Cypriot administration, registering with the United Nations that Turkey reserves all its legal
rights related to the delimitation of continental shelf and EEZ and stating that maritime
delimitation in the Eastern Mediterranean also concerns Turkey’s ipsofacto and ab initio legal
and sovereign rights. In this regard, on 21 September 2011, the Turkish Cypriot side signed a
continental shelfdelimitation agreement with Turkey, and on 22 September 2011, the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) Council of Ministers adopted a decision identifying
offshore concession blocks as well as licensing Turkish Petroleum Corporation (TPAQO) to
carry out exploration activities for oil and natural gas on behalf ofthe Turkish Cypriot side.

Today the Greek Cypriot side follows a policy ofescalation and tension on and around
the island within the context of its unilateral hydrocarbon exploration and exploitation
activities, as well as the repeated infringements of the national airspace ofthe TRNC, while it
also vehemently maintains its endeavors to continue the all-out inhuman isolation on North
Cyprus, with a view to isolating the Turkish Cypriot people politically and hampering their
economic, social and cultural development. Rather than trying to solve this matter through
dialogue, the Greek Cypriot leadership continues its endeavors; ~reat”™'/~c”hlb/is oft; and
around the island, in blatant contravention of the inherent righi%and jptqresf*pf.the Turkish
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fUgarding the toed area ofl Mara*, | would like to undariworu this fact that the (said
mix IS part and partial of North C?ypruo and thu Govammant oftha TRNC' la |ha aula lagitimala
and compatam authority to daaida on mattur* partalHIng to it. The C'ounall of Minimart* of th«
TUNC paaanlly took a daalalon to aatuhllah and talk Mara* Inventory Commlaalon. oompoiMd
ol' apaaiallati and tMpsrfi, with eonduetiny a leientitle Inventory, to Identity and study the
condition of the moveable and immovable proportion and the environmental riaka, which would
Ikllltate the determination of any lliture atepa as regards the fenced urea of Muruy, This
decision la in line with international law and the relevant United Nations Security Council
resolutions and respects the rights of possession of the former Inhabitants of Maré&f, including
the former Greek Cypriot Inhabitants, It should be stressed that the former Greek Cypriot
Inhabitants of the fenced area of Iytacaf are very excited and supportive of the said decision
publicly stating that it will provide for them to go back to their properties, which they are ready
to do so (Cyprus Mall online of 10 March 2019). Furthermore, these steps do not in any way
prejudice a possible negotiated settlement on the island and in fact is a step towards challenging
the status quo on the island, which is deemed unacceptable by the international community as
well- Detailed views of our Government on this issue were conveyed to the United Nations
Secretary General and the President of the Security Council through a letter dated 4 October
2019, which was issued as a document of the Security Council under the symbol S/2019/796,

We believe that a peaceful and prosperous Cyprus, with both sides working together in
good faith to resolve their problems, would be a good model in a region where peace is hard to
preserve, in line with the aforementioned facts and considerations, it is our hope and
expectation that the Honorable Senators will take Turkish Cypriot side’s viewpoint in their
endeavors in the Congress of the United States of America.

Please accept the assurances of my highest consideration.

Prof. Kudret Ozersay

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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